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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-2 0 are currently presented and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1 December 2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Miller does not teach or suggest 
a user profile for defining cultural attributes. Miller 
discloses: 

" Once the locale has been initialized the internationalized 
application program refers to the value of the locale categories 
as the application program is executed. The values of the local 
categories at any point in time represents an instantiation of 
the user's localized information or preference ." (column 5, 
lines 26-31) 

In view of the disclosures of Miller, Miller does disclose 
a user profile for defining cultural attributes or "the user's 
localized information or preference". 

The Applicant also argues that Miller does not teach or 
suggest installing the protocol application onto a computer 
system. Miller discloses: 

"The files in the database contain code for formatting the 
information according to the specified cultural preference. The 
operating system transfers one or more of the files, 
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corresponding to said specified cultural preference, from the 
database to the working memory." (column 3, lines 2 0-24) 

In view of the disclosures of Miller and the Examiner's 
broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim as required by 
MPEP 2111, Miller discloses installing or "transferring" to the 
"working memory" the protocol application or "files" that 
"contain code for formatting the information according to the 
specified cultural preference". 

The Applicant also argues that Miller does not teach or 
suggest entering user ethnicity objects into a cultural user 
profile, wherein the profile defines at least one of a user 
location; a language preferred by the user, and a dialect of 
said language preferred by said user. Miller discloses: 

"A brief description of the function of each of the 
environment variables f ollows . . . LC__CTYPE - specifies the 
character attributes and mappings ... LC_MES SAGES - specifies the 
affirmative and negative expressions and language to be used in 
communication with the user." (column 5, lines 13-24) 

"The locale source may viewed and edited by the user... For 
example, a locale named ^Canada' may contain source code which 
enables the application program to present information or 
interact with the user, according to Canadian cultural 
standards." (column 5, lines 48-55) 
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In view of the disclosures of Miller, Miller does disclose 
entering user ethnicity objects into a cultural profile or the 
user may view or edit the "locale source" by creating a "locale" 
according to the user's cultural profile. 

The Applicant argues that Miller does not teach or suggest 
analyzing available graphical user interface (GUI) parameters of 
said client application. Miller discloses: 

"A brief description of the function of each of the 
environment variables f ollows . . . LC_CTYPE - specifies the 
character attributes and mappings ... LC MESSAGES - specifies the 
affirmative and negative expressions and language to be used in 
communication with the user ." (column 5, lines 13-24) 

"For example, a locale named ^Canada' may contain source 
code which enables the application program to present 
information or interact with the user , according to Canadian 
cultural standards." (column 5, lines 52-55) 

In view of the disclosures of Miller, Miller does disclose 
analyzing available GUI parameters of the client application or 
enabling the "application program to present information or 
interact with the user" according to the cultural standards set 
by the user. 



Application/Control Number: 09/834,338 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

The Applicant argues that Miller does not teach or suggest 
entering a set of languages preferred by the user. Miller 
discloses : 

" The locale source may viewed and edited by the user . . .For 
example, a locale named 'Canada' may contain source code which 
enables the application program to present information or 
interact with the user, according to Canadian cultural 
standards." (column 5, lines 48-55) 

"... a user may modify the individual value of any of the 
locale categories ..." (column 6, lines 26-29) 

In view of the disclosures of Miller, Miller does disclose 
entering a set of languages preferred by the user or a user "may 
modify the individual value of any of the locale categories" by 
creating a "locale" and also may be "edited" by the user. 

Therefore, Miller discloses the limitations of the claims 
and the claims are not in condition for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent 5 835 768 A to Miller et al . 

Regarding claim 1, Miller discloses a cultural interface 
protocol application for use on a computer system comprising: 

a user profile (referred to throughout the reference as 
"locale" or "locale object") stored in a memory ("locale 
source") of said computer system for defining cultural 
attributes (column 5, lines 43-55) ; 

a protocol interface for interfacing with a client 
application ("set locale"; column 5, line 62-column 6, line 9); 
and 

an algorithm for determining ones of said cultural 
attributes to communicate to said client application, wherein 
said client application is configured according to said 
determined ones of said cultural attributes, (column 6, lines 
52-60) 

Regarding claim 2, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 1 wherein said cultural attributes 
comprise at least one of user language preferences ("character 
attributes and mappings"; column 5, lines 17-18) and a user 
ethnic origin, (column 5, lines 49-55). 

Regarding claim 3, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 2 wherein said user language 
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preferences comprise a list of languages ranked according to 
user preference, (column 8, lines 60-65; column 9, lines 11-38, 
specifically lines 11-14 and 23-37) 

Regarding claim 4, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 1 wherein said client application 
comprises one of a software application; an Internet website; 
and a data network, (column 1, lines 7-11) 

Regarding claim 5, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 2 wherein said configured client 
application is presented to said user in user language 
preference and graphical representation associated with said 
user ethnic origin, (column 1, lines 7-11;. column 6, lines 52- 
60) 

Regarding claim 6, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 1 where said algorithm determines 
said ones of said cultural attributes using configuration 
parameters communicated from said client application, (column 6, 
lines 52-60) 

Regarding claim 7, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 5 further comprising a database of 
graphical interface objects used by said client application in 
rendering a graphical user interface of said client application, 
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wherein said database is associated with said client 
application, (column 5, lines 52-60, specifically lines 52-54) 

Regarding claim 8, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 5 further comprising a database of 
graphical interface objects used by said client application in 
rendering a graphical user interface of said client application, 
wherein said database is associated with said user profile, 
(column 5, lines 48-60, specifically lines 52-54) 

Regarding claim 9, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 1 wherein said cultural interface 
protocol application is pre- installed on said computer system, 
said protocol application further comprising a user attribute 
interface for prompting said user to select desired ones of said 
cultural attributes from a predefined plurality of said cultural 
attributes, (column 4, line 20-35; column 8, lines 60-65; column 
9, lines 11-38, specifically lines 11-14 and 23-37) 

Regarding claim 10, Miller discloses the cultural interface 
protocol application of claim 1 further comprising an installer 
for installing said protocol application onto said computer 
system; and an installation prompt for allowing said user to 
select desired ones of said cultural attributes from a 
predefined plurality of said cultural attributes, (column 4, 
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lines 20-35; column 8, lines 60-65; column 9, lines 11-38, 
specifically lines 11-14 and 23-37) 

Regarding claim 11, Miller discloses a method for providing 
a cultural specific user interface comprising the steps of: 

entering user ethnicity objects into a cultural user 
profile, said cultural profile for defining at least one of a 
user location; a language preferred by said user; and a dialect 
of said language preferred by said user; (column 5, lines 43-55, 
specifically lines 48-49) 

interfacing with a client application; (column 5, line 62- 
column 6 , line 9) 

analyzing available graphical user interface (GUI) 
parameters of said client application; communicating selected 
ethnicity objects to said client application responsive to said 
analyzing step; and configuring a GUI of said client application 
according to said communicated ethnicity objects, (column 5, 
lines 13-24 and 48-60) 

Regarding claim 12, Miller discloses the method of claim 11 
wherein said entering said user ethnicity objects step comprises 
at least one of the steps of entering a set of languages 
preferred by said user; (column 5, lines 17-18) 

entering a cultural origin of said user; and entering an 
originating country of said user, (column 5, lines 49-55) 
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Regarding claim 13, Miller discloses the method of claim I 
1 wherein said analyzing step comprises the steps of receiving 
said available GUI parameters from said client application; and 
determining said ones of said available GUI parameters variable 
according to said user ethnicity objects, (column 5, lines 52- 
60, specifically line 55) 

Regarding claim 14, Miller discloses the method of claim 11 
wherein said configuring step comprises the steps of: 

receiving said communicated ethnicity objects; adjusting 
said available GUI parameters according to said received 
ethnicity objects; and rendering said GUI of said client 
application according to said adjusted available GUI parameters, 
(column 5, lines 52-60, specifically lines 57-60) 

Regarding claim 15, Miller discloses the method of claim 14 
further comprising the step of retrieving graphical mapping 
objects from a database used in said rendering step, (column 5, 
lines 52-60, specifically lines 52-54) 

Regarding claim 16, Miller discloses a computer program 
product having a computer readable medium having computer 
program logic recorded thereon for providing a cultural specific 
user interface comprising: 

means for obtaining user ethnicity objects; (column 5, 
lines 43-55, specifically lines 43-45) 
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means for creating a cultural user profile using said user 
ethnicity objects; (column 5, lines 43-55, specifically lines 
48-49) 

means for communicating with a client application; (column 
5, line 62-column 6, line 9) 

means for determining variable graphical user interface 
(GUI) parameters of said client application; means for selecting 
ethnicity objects from said cultural user profile responsive to 
said determining means; and means for configuring said client 
application GUI according to said selected ethnicity objects, 
(column 5, lines 52-60) 

Regarding claim 17, Miller discloses the computer program 
product of claim 16 wherein said means for obtaining said user 
ethnicity objects comprises at least one of: 

means for entering a set of languages preferred by said 
user; (column 5, lines. 17-18) 

means for entering a cultural origin of said user; and 
means for entering an originating country of said user, (column 
5, lines 49-55) 

Regarding claim 18, Miller discloses the computer program 
product of claim 16 wherein said means for determining 
comprises: 
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means for receiving indication from said client application 
of said variable GUI parameters; means for comparing all of said 
user ethnicity qbjects to said variable GUI parameters; and 
means for providing ones of said user ethnicity objects 
corresponding to said variable GUI parameters, (column 5, lines 
52-60, specifically line 55) 

Regarding claim 19, Miller discloses the computer program 
product of claim 16 wherein said means for configuring 
comprises : 

means for communicating said selected ethnicity objects; 
means for adjusting said variable GUI parameters according to 
said selected ethnicity objects; and means for rendering said 
client application GUI according to said adjusted variable GUI 
parameters, (column 5, lines 52-60, specifically lines 57-60) 

Regarding claim 20, Miller discloses a language and 
cultural interface protocol application comprising: 

a cultural profile of user specific cultural objects 
(column 5, lines 43-55) , said objects comprising: 

a list of languages preferred by a user (column 5, 

lines 17-18) ; and 

a cultural origin of said user; (column 5, lines 49- 

55) 
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an application interface for facilitating communication 
between said protocol and a client application; (column 5, line 
62-column 6, line 9) 

a host interface analyzer for determining ones of graphical 
user interface (GUI) parameters of said client application which 
are variable according to ones of said user specific cultural 
objects; and an object communicator for communicating selected 
ones of said user specific cultural objects to said client 
application wherein said client application varies said variable 
GUI parameters according to said communicated user specific 
cultural objects, (column 5, lines 52-60) 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 



Application/Control Number: 09/834,338 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 2143 

however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9AM to 5:30PM Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be 
reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . / 
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